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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM, 

RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING  

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit   

 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2018 
 

YEAR 10                                   ENGLISH LITERATURE        MARKING SCHEME 
 

DO NOT PENALISE LANGUAGE ERRORS AS LONG AS THE ANSWER IS 

COMPREHENSIBLE.   

 

SECTION A – DRAMA                                        (25 marks) 

SECTION B – POETRY                                                   (25 marks) 

SECTION C – PROSE                             (25 marks) 

 Candidates should be rewarded for their knowledge of the text (including quotations) and for 

relevance. 

 Answers should be written in a coherent and organised manner.   

 Candidates should be penalised for contradictory, irrelevant and disorganised answers.  

 

 

21 - 25 marks 

Excellent 
 Essay shows a sound and detailed knowledge of text  

 Content is detailed, relevant and accurate  

 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

 Meaning is clear and accurate 

16 - 20 marks 

Very Good 
 Essay shows a sound knowledge of text 

 Content is generally detailed, relevant and accurate 

 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

 Meaning is generally clear and accurate 

11 - 15 marks 

Pass 
 Essay shows an adequate knowledge of text 

 Some of the content is relevant 

 Ideas are occasionally supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Expression is satisfactory 

6 - 10 marks 

Weak 
 Essay shows limited knowledge of text 

 Content is mostly irrelevant or inaccurate 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is frequently not clear 

1 – 5 marks 

Very Poor 
 Essay shows poor knowledge of text 

 Content is too short and generally irrelevant 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is not clear 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Track 3 
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SECTION D – UNPREPARED TEXT                                                          (25 marks) 

 
Unless the questions require the candidate to give a specific response or use specific 

words or phrases, award marks for answers that are similar to the models given or 
express the same meaning. 

 

1. Tick () the most appropriate answer.                 1 mark 

The passage describes how it feels to 

 c. be in a tiny boat on a rough sea. 

 

2. Quote ONE simile from the first paragraph and explain the effect created through 

this image. 
a. Simile:    “A seat in this boat was not unlike a seat upon a jumpy horse.” 

/ “She seemed like a horse leaping over a high fence.”                    1 mark 

 

b. Effect:    Being on a boat in very rough seas is being compared to being  
on a nervous horse. Both rides are bumpy, scary and uncomfortable.     
                                                                         2 marks 

                                                                         
3. List TWO effects of the repetition of ‘and’ and ‘-ing’ verbs in the phrase “Then 

jumping and slipping and racing and dropping down…” (lines 4-6) 
a. a sense of breathlessness due to the fast action and sense of danger. 

                                                                                                           1 mark 

b. they show us that the sea was very rough. / the waves were very high.                     

                                                                                                           1 mark  
4. a. From the second paragraph, quote ONE sentence that suggests that the waves 

are alive.                              

“The next wave was just as nervously anxious and purposeful to overturn 
boats.”                                                                                                   1 mark 

 

b. What is the figure of speech used in this sentence called?                     1 mark                                                      
personification 

 
5. Name the figures of speech found in the following phrases and say why they are 

effective. 

      a. “grey wall of water” (line 10)                                                2 marks 

The figure of speech is a metaphor. It is effective because the waves are being 
compared to a grey wall. This emphasises their height as well as the 

difficulty for the boat to overcome each one of them. The reference to 
grey reflects the lack of visibility and the fact that it was still not daylight. 

 

    b. “the foam was like tumbling snow”. (line 18)                       2 marks 

The figure of speech is a simile. It is effective because the sea spray is 
compared to falling snow. There is a reference to the colour white, which 

again reinforces the intensity of the waves. 
 



 

English Literature – Marking Scheme – Year 10 – Track 3 – 2018                                                                     Page 3 of 3 

6. Explain why the view would be ‘weirdly picturesque’ (lines 14-15) if seen from a 

balcony.                                                                                            2 marks 
It would be beautiful to have a bird’s eye view of the intensity of the 

waves and the beauty of nature. However, the same waves are destructive 
and threaten the lives of the people in the boat. 

 

7. How did the people in the boat know it was no longer night time?           2 marks 
The colour of the sea changed from grey to emerald-green streaked with 
amber lights and they could also see the whiteness of the foam produced 

by the waves. 
 

8. Why is the image of the lighthouse described as ‘growing slightly larger? (line 21)     

                                                                                                           1 mark 
They were getting nearer to the lighthouse so it looked bigger. 

 

9. In the last paragraph, the lighthouse, and later the land are described as shadows. 
Suggest a reason for this image.                                            2 marks                                                             

The people in the boat could not see clearly because of the extreme 
weather conditions. Besides, there is the idea that they were near, yet still 
far away. They still had to compete against the intensity of the elements 

to reach land. 
 

10. In about 40 words, describe how the writer contrasts the experience of the men 
in the boat with a more detached reality beyond them. Refer to at least THREE 
different descriptions.                                                                            6 marks 

 
Award 2 marks to any THREE of the following four points. 

 
     In the boat 

1. The men in the boat cannot 

see the view of the raging 
storm. 

 
 
 

2. The men can only see a 
change in the sea’s colour. 

 
 

3. The lighthouse was like a 

little grey shadow. 
 

4. Land looked like a long black 
shadow on the sea. 

Reality beyond the boat 
1. Viewed from afar, the 

scene of the rough sea was 
striking/pleasant. 

 
 
 

2. In reality, it was sunrise. 
 

 
 

3. The lighthouse was a safe 

building on land. 
 

4. In reality it was the solid 
shoreline beyond the 
rough sea. 

 
 

 
 

 

 


